[Nuclear magnetic resonance tomography of superior vena cava obstruction].
The potential of magnetic resonance tomography (MRT) to demonstrate the mediastinal veins was evaluated retrospectively in 6 patients with superior vena cava obstruction. In each instance, MRT provided detailed information about the extent of venous obstruction and the precise site of the causative oncological pathology. Transaxial images most clearly and unequivocally depicted obstructed superior vena cava. MRT was also able to indicate some secondary effects of superior vena cava obstruction such as slow intravenous flow. The latter could be demonstrated by a significant increase of signal intensity within venous structures proximal to the obstruction. Peripheral venous collaterals in the chest wall were better seen with contrast enhanced computed tomography scans.